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Upgrade and Migrate with Confidence
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INTRODUCTION

When deciding whether to upgrade, migrate, or continue with your existing development tools, one of the
key considerations is the support coverage for your current version. Finding the information for your current
version isn't always easy, so we've created this guide to show when each version reaches the end of support.

This guide focuses on Oracle APEX and ORDS support timelines, compatibility, and their implications for your
future development plans. As an organisation with over 25 years of experience with Oracle APEX
development, DSP would always recommend migrating to APEX and upgrading to the latest supported
versions to maintain stability, security, and long-term value.

The good news is that APEX is fully backwards compatible, meaning upgrades are far less complex than many
organisations expect, even when moving from very early versions.

ORACLE APEX SUPPORT DATES

Below is a colour-coded table showing when support ends for all versions of Oracle APEX from version 5.0.
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Currently, only the three latest APEX versions are supported, with 24.1 within 6 months of support ending.
Support periods have changed of the years and is currently only 1.5 years from General Availability Date.

When planning upgrades, always check the Database (DB) version compatibility for each version of APEX as
per the compatibility matrix below:

APEXV / DB 11.1 1
APEX 5.0

APEX 5.1
APEX 18.1
APEX 18.2
APEX 19.1
APEX 19.2
APEX 20.1
APEX 20.2
APEX 21.1
APEX 21.2
APEX 22.1
APEX 22.2
APEX 23.1
APEX 23.2
APEX 24.1
APEX 24.2
APEX 26.1

*Note: On DB 26ai, APEX requires at least version 23.26.0
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ORDS SUPPORT DATES

Oracle REST Data Services (ORDS) is a mid-tier application that can be tightly integrated with Oracle APEX,
acting as the web server that enables users to access APEX applications. Different versions of ORDS are
compatible with various versions of APEX, and they also have support considerations regarding end dates.
Below is a table that shows when the support ends for different versions of ORDS:

Release General Availability Date Support Ends

Most earlier versions of ORDS had support end dates of December 2024, up to version 23.2 (which was
generally available in October 2023). At the time of writing, six versions of ORDS remain supported.
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Unlike APEX (which usually has two releases a year), ORDS historically has more frequent releases. This creates
multiple compatibility overlaps with APEX. See the compatibility matrix below:

APEXYV /
ORDS p

APEX 5.0
APEX 5.1
APEX 18.1
APEX 18.2
APEX 19.1
APEX 19.2
APEX 20.1
APEX 20.2
APEX 21.1
APEX 21.2
APEX 22.1
APEX 22.2
APEX 23.1
APEX 23.2*
APEX 24.1*
APEX 24.2
APEX 26.1**

)
~)
~)
)

-~
)
)
)
~)

N)
~
~
~
~

-~
~
~
)
~

< S BN N N N N NN NEEN
AN < < < <SS S S S Ss RS

g

<1< BEEYEYE YR YR NEN
<SS BEEYEYE YR YR NEN
AN < < S S S S
<X B YRR YR NEN
SN N N N YR NN
SN N N N YR NN
SN N N N N N

NN N N YRR NN
SN N N N N N N
SN N N NN N N N
SN N N N N N N N
SN N N N N SN N N
SN N N NN N N N

SN N N N N N RN NN

SN N N NN N N N

* Note: These versions of APEX can run on earlier versions of ORDS but require 23.3 for use of Quick SQL
**Note: Unlike older versions, APEX 26.1 requires an ORDS version equal to or above the APEX version

Compeatibility information for later ORDS versions isn't always available, but as with APEX, ORDS is developed
to be backwards compatible, so it is possible for later versions of ORDS to be compatible with earlier versions
of APEX.

CONCLUSION

Staying on top of support timelines is essential for keeping your development tools secure, efficient, and
future-ready. If your APEX or ORDS versions are approaching end-of-support, now is the time to consider
upgrading.

At DSP, we are recognised specialists in APEX development, upgrades, and modernisation projects. Whether
you're looking to upgrade your current environment, align APEX with your database roadmap, or explore
migration options, our consultants can help ensure a smooth transition.

Explore our services here

If you are also running Oracle Forms, see our Oracle Forms & Reports Support Guide.



https://www.dsp.co.uk/hubfs/APEX_Support_Pages_Forms_and_Reports.pdf
https://www.dsp.co.uk/hubfs/APEX_Support_Pages_Forms_and_Reports.pdf
https://www.dsp.co.uk/hubfs/APEX_Support_Pages_Forms_and_Reports.pdf
https://www.dsp.co.uk/oracle-apex-services
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WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS SAY ABOUT US

“Their development team is second to none,

can execute on a request for resources

quickly and provides us with consistency.”

soeboss
Wby

GOV.UK

“DSP's expertise with APEX development
paired with their always-on managed
services package, gave us a stable and

performant solution.”
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“DSP has provided us with excellent APEX

training at both Foundation and Advanced
Level.”
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“ APEX provides us with a robust and
cost effective rapid application

development platform... more efficiently

than other tools we evaluated.”
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	26.1
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	May-23
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	May-22
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	Mar-19
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	APEX 22.2
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	APEX 23.2
	APEX 24.1
	APEX 24.2
	APEX 26.1
	*Note: On DB 26ai, APEX requires at least version 23.26.0

	ORDS SUPPORT DATES
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	Most earlier versions of ORDS had support end dates of December 2024, up to version 23.2 (which was generally available in October 2023). At the time of writing, six versions of ORDS remain supported.
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